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WHAT HISTORY IS U.S. HISTORY THE DEBATES

OVER THE NATIONAL HISTORY

STANDARDS Wang Xi 7
Discussing the debate in the United States over the National His
tory Standards NHS  the paper traces the origins of the NHS
analyzes its contents and examines the scholastic and political cir
cumstances behind the debate. The author regards the N HS as an
1mportant effort by A merican historians and educators to reshape
history education. He maintains that by recognizing the diverse
origins of the nation and presenting the historical experience of dif
ferent Americans the N HS creates a new national consdousness of
Americas past. Yet the controversies on the NHS together with
the broader debate over the nation s com monalities suggests that
the definition of U.S. history is far from being settled.

THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN AMERICAN

SOCIETY Donald M. Bishop 41
Survey data indicates high leveks of rdigious belief and practice in
the United States. Although the A merican“ moral basehiné isJu
daeo Chnistian religioi s sway in regulating A merican morals
and behavior has been weakening. Congregations are however
“ incubators of civic virtué and“ gateways to polrtical and soaal
participation especially by the disadvantaged and poor. Evidence
that a fourth historical“ awakening Is underway Is not yet persua



dve. The origins of the® religious right In A merican politics can
be found iIn social changes. A merican religioaity however s not
well com municated in the forms of culture  news and entertain

ment accessed oversess.

METROPOLITANIZATION THE MAIN TREND

OF AMERICAN URBAN DEVELOPMENT

IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY Wang Xu 65
Many scholars concluded that large A merican cities were on the
wane when the population of suburban areas first exceeded that of
urban areas In the 1970 s. By analyzing the history of A merican
metropolitan districts one finds that the main trend in A merican
urbanization in the 20th century is the development of metropol
tan districts especially large ones. The horizontal expansion cen
tered on metropolises enlarging their urban and suburban areas
continually and rasing the level of urbanization uninterruptedly
can also be called metropolrtanization.

THE DRUG PROBLEM IN THE UNITED
STATES Gao Yingdong 78
The United States s confronted by the gravest drug problem in
the world. Itruns rampant because of deep and complicated politi
cal economic social and geographical factors. This article
makes an analysis of the ssue and describes the new features of

drug abuse in the United States.

A NEW FEATURE OF THE STUDY OF AMERICAN

WOMEN S HISTORY ON WOMENS

DISUNITY Liu Jun 98
Since the 1980 s scholars in the study of A merican women s his
tory have become interested in the disunity within women s groups
and started to analyze the social political economic and cuktural
factors that have caused such a phenomenon. All histonians of
American women s affairs In theory and practice have to face



the reality that women s gender consciousness cannot be separated
from their racial class and cultural consciousness. T he recognition
of the diveraty of A merican women s interests results from a deep
er study of American womens history and shows the maturity of
these histornians in thar work.

AMERICA S OPEN DOOR POLICY
TOWARD CHINA Dong Xiaochuan 114

The artide puts forward the following ideas concerning A merica s
open door policy toward China 1 There were three instead of
two as generally held diplomatic notes about this policy 2 the
policy was perastent 3 the United States proposed to maintain
China s sovereignty in 1902 4 the policy had different targets
at different imes 5 the failure of the policy was mainly due to
mistakes made by Americans themselves 6 emphasis should be
placed on the relationship between the United States and other
powers in studying the open door issue.
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